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AFRO CHIC AT SELFRIDGES

ACCLAIMED AFRICAN ARTIST SAMUEL FOSSO PERFORMS LIVE WINDOW INSTALLATION 

Selfridges launches Afro Chic this March, a rich and colourful celebration paying homage to both African art and fashion. Afro Chic will showcase spectacular African-inspired window displays -- and following the Selfridges tradition of providing theatre for its customers, will include a live art installation from African artist Samuel Fosso. 

Regarded as one of Africa’s leading artists, Samuel Fosso, will bring his work ‘live’ to a prominent Oxford Street window to launch Selfridges’ Afro Chic season. Currently on show at the critically acclaimed Africa Remix exhibition at London’s Hayward Gallery, Fosso’s photographic work explores various fictitious personas and guises, resulting in pieces that are both witty and ironic. 

One of Fosso’ most striking and infamous poses is Le Chef, a satirical take on a traditional African chieftain. Featuring animal-print dress and boldly coloured African textiles, the image is a vivid piece of art, which has become the focal point of the Africa Remix exhibition. Le Chef will be recreated in the largest window on Oxford Street with Fosso himself posing live in the installation. 

Alannah Weston, Creative Director of Selfridges comments, “Africa is very much the mood this spring both in terms of art and fashion. We are honoured to have such an icon of African art launching Afro Chic in the store windows.”

Selfridges’ March window displays will celebrate Afro Chic with a herd of life sized, zebra stampeding through the Oxford Street windows. Mannequins charging alongside the herd will be styled in a dazzling array of African influenced contemporary fashion. Looks will be created from the spring collections including Ashish, Missoni, Matthew Williamson, Alexander McQueen, Mui Mui and Dries Van Noten. Animal prints will appear alongside rich and earthy tones highlighted by bright splashes of colour and sparkle. Layering is key, with feathers, heavy belts and chunky beaded jewellery combining to create a striking and directional tribal look. 

Oxford Street side windows will showcase scenes straight out of Africa. Mannequins – also styled in African-inspired collections -- will sit in the shade of Acacia and Baobab trees, outside khaki tents or underneath washing lines hung with bold African prints. They will be surrounded by African inspired homewares, including wicker furniture.

NOTES TO EDITORS:

· Fosso will pose in the window on March 7th and will then be replaced by a model for the rest of the week. The installation will be taken out on March 13th, this will be replaced one of the most celebrated West African artist El Anatusui’s metal cloths, made from thousands of bottle tops. His work is also featured as part of the Africa Remix and is a solo exhibition at the October Gallery until early April. 

· To coincide with Africa Remix: Contemporary Art of a Continent, images by Samuel Fosso will be presented at Gloucester Road Underground station from 14 February – 6 June 2005. This is a collaborative project between the Hayward Gallery and Platform for Art, London Underground’s public art programme.

· The windows have been art directed Michael Howells, the acclaimed production designer and art director (he is working with Selfridges as consultant on key campaigns in 2005) and by Carisa Glucksman, Selfridges Head of 3D Display for Selfridges.

· The zebras are reconstructions and do not use any fur products.

For further information please contact Holly Mirza at Selfridges Press Office on 0207 318 3900 or holly.mirza@selfridges.co.uk 

